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lordle of HMB foress in northern Zawbelea Provinee is low at p'resan‘t as a
resvlt of anti-H'B opera’lons conducted by Philippine Ground Forces (PGF)
unite stationed in towns from Iba to Santa Crus,

Altkough POF operations in Zembales hrve not heen very sgeresaive, they have
served to keen TME forcees elose to mountasin atrongholds and divided into smeil
grouns. These gronps, varying in size from five to ten members, hrve antered
outlying barrios of touns throughont the prevince at night principally to
vrocure food supnrlies either by solieitirg voluntary contributions or Yy
force when necessary. :

HMB units in this seetion of the vrovines heve ghifted thelr strongholds
frequently to avoid PGF patrols. Leaders of B units apnsrently are anprised
regulerlv of the locationa of PGF encampuents, and HMB patrols thus ars able
to avoid encountering superior Goverrment forces,

IMB foress have been staging reprissls against clivilien residents of the ares
who gre known to hrve informed Goverrment trocps of the locations of HMB
encomprente. During Januvary 1951, three residents of the town of Candelaria
were vietimized by the WMB, One of thess nersons has disappesred, and two
others wers killed, A resident of Masinloe eseaped from HMB abductors.

Between the towns of Tba and Smta Cruz, the strength of HMB units varies from
€0 to 120 men per unit. These units usuelly are divided into smeller groups
which are well armed with light weapons., !ost of the HMB strength is concen-
trated in the mountains, &lthough yome WMB troops ere active in intericr barrics
near tre mountains, A few troops wearing sivilian clothes rogulerly enter
ocutlying settlemente of remote towns.,

Generally, residents of this section of the province are extremely aprrehensive
over the presence of HVE units nearby., Many residents of outlying barrios
have evacvated their homes for the greater relative security of leorger settle-
ments and towns,
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Aithongh MR gnokesmen stremnt to econvinee civilian residents of the
gincerity of thelr motlives and of their friendship, the townspsople aprear
to hnve very 1ittle confidence in guch stetemonts sc & result of MB
renpisals whick they have seen or which have heen deseribed to them.
Rezidents of both baprise ard towns displayed considerable reluctanse to
discugs the TR for fear of threatesned reprisals.

M8 units have selected eontacts in ever— town a-d barrio in this area of
the mrovwinee, T a resident cooperates with Government forees by volun-
taering informstion on the UMY or by furniching information when he is
requested to de so, an HME contaet usually will rencrt this action znd the
individual will loter be vietimized.

HMR cortacts frecuently operete within PGF encarmpments, and they repularly
sunply detailed irnformetion on troop disposiiions,

ME forces almost invarisbly move during darkness, remalning close to mountain
strongholds dvrine daylight, Wen eontzcts are made to collect food, contri~
hutorg ere nede to swear that they will not remort their presence to Governw
ment forces, T some get’lements, the MMB has forced berric lieutenants to
diveet food collechions, '

Vicente Chiong, » Chiness mestizo now residing 1n Yanils, left Cendeleris
to avoid PGF and Philipnine Constabulary investigsiors. Chiong is believed
4o have served as an HMB contect in northern Zembeles.
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